Primary biliary cirrhosis associated with mixed type autoimmune hemolytic anemia and sicca syndrome: a case report and review of literature.
A case presenting with an unusual association of primary biliary cirrhosis and mixed type autoimmune hemolytic anemia plus sicca syndrome is described. The 49-yr-old female primary biliary cirrhosis patient had a confirmed sicca syndrome and presented with jaundice and life-threatening anemia. Laboratory tests revealed positive Coombs' test with coexisting cold and warm autoantibodies. She was successfully treated by blood transfusion with packed red cells lacking any red cell antigens corresponding to serum alloantibodies and pulse methylprednisolone therapy. The patient remained stable under maintenance treatment using oral steroids and ursodeoxycholic acid. This case is probably the first reported showing an association between primary biliary cirrhosis and mixed type autoimmune hemolytic anemia plus sicca syndrome and was probably induced by heterogenous and complicated autoimmune reactions.